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covered itself with glory by remaining firm and self-possessed
and by holding a meeting said to have been attended by 40,000
men almost immediately after the deadly fire. It was truly an
event of which, when time has done its work, India will be proud.
All honour to Sanuyasi Shraddhanandji and Hakimji Ajmal Khan1
for their effective and brave leadership. During the last few days,
I have often stated that I have no fear of any excesses or vio-
lence breaking out among people who may take part in the
struggle. The doings in Delhi only confirm my optimism. However,
I never contemplated that those who are our associates would not
have our own blood spilt, though I do confess that I was totally
unprepared for the "stern measures" of the Delhi authorities. But
to satyagrahis, they must be welcome. The sterner they are, the
better. They have undertaken to suffer even unto death. We have
therefore no right to complain of those measures directed against us.
No NATION HAS RISEN WITHOUT SACRIFICE
I have a telegram from Shraddhanandji saying that four
Mahomedan and five Hindu corpses have up to now been traced
ajad dealt with according to the rites prescribed by the respective
religions and that about 20 are believed to be missing and 13
badly wounded cases are receiving attention in the hospital. This
is not a bad beginning- No country has ever risen, no nation has
ever been made without sacrifice, and we are trying an experiment
of building up ourselves by self-sacrifice wihout resorting to violence
in any shape or form. This is satyagraha. From the pure satya-
graha standard, our case in Delhi is weak in one respect* The
crowd undoubtedly demanded the release of the men who were
arrested at the instance of the station authorities and declined to
disperse until they were given up. Both these acts were wrong.
It was wrong to demand the release of the arrested men. It is
arrest and imprisonment that we seek by civil disobedience. It
therefore ill becomes us to resent either* And it was wrong not to
disperse. In this movement, it is open to satyagrahis to disobey
only those Jaws2 which are selected for the purpose by the committee
contemplated in the Pledge. When we have acquired habits of
discipline, self-control, qualities of leadership and obedience, we
shall be better able to offer collective civil disobedience, but until
we have developed these qualities, I have advised that we should
select for disobedience only such laws as can be disobeyed by in-
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